The lower line contains the words atmir al-mu'minin, " Commander of the Believers," followed by the beginning of another indeterminate letter. These words are 'Toward the center of the fractured top of the fragment there are minimal traces of relief which might be the extreme lower portions of one or two letters, but so little is preserved that it is impossible to attempt any reconstruction of this probable first line.
not Qur'anic but must be part of a text of historical import, the implications of which will be discussed after the relationship of this fragment with at least two others has been established. The first of these is now lost, but fortunately a photograph of it is preserved (P1. adorned and primitive character of a 2nd century inscription. But between these extremes, especially in the 3rd-5th centuries, the development of ornamental Kufic is extremely irregular, and the problem of dating by style is one of infinite complexity. There is, needless to say, no single genealogy or line of development. There are almost as many Kufic alphabets as there were artisans who designed and engraved them. The controlling factors are numerous and diverse: the material, the nature of the inscription, the wealth or poverty of the builder or the patron, the ingenuity or imagination of the calligrapher, the geographical region or the local traditions of the workshop, etc. Simplicity is not necessarily a mark of antiquity, nor is an elaborate style necessarily later, in certain circumstances, than a plain one.6" Given a ponderable body of material from a particular area with clues here and there to the chronology, whether relative or absolute, one can with fair confidence assign an approximate date to undated inscriptions attributable within the applicable area and period of time. But such is not the case here. These fragments are the only true Kufic inscriptions so far recorded in Greece or the Aegean."' This is not the place to discuss the development of styles of Kufic in areas, of the Islamic world which might be relevant to the Athens inscription. Such a discussion would lead us too far afield. We must content ourselves here with pointing out certain characteristics of the alphabet (Fig. 2) 
